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Abstract. In the 21st century, digital technologies have become an integral part of almost every aspect of education,
and foreign language teaching is no exception. This paper explores the significance of digitalization within the framework
of linguodidactics — the science that investigates the theory and practice of language teaching. The article examines the
main functions of digital tools, their didactic potential, and their influence on learner motivation, autonomy, and
intercultural competence. Furthermore, it analyzes current trends such as artificial intelligence, gamification, and blended
learning, as well as the evolving role of teachers in a technology-rich educational environment. The findings suggest that
effective integration of digital technologies not only enhances learning outcomes but also transforms the traditional model
of foreign language education.
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INTRODUCTION.

Over the past few decades, the development of information and communication technologies has
significantly influenced educational systems around the world. In the field of linguodidactics, digital
transformation has reshaped the way teachers design, deliver, and assess learning. The change from teacher-
centered to learner-centered instruction has been largely facilitated by digital tools that make education more
accessible, flexible, and interactive.

Digital technologies help create authentic linguistic environments where contemporary learners are able to
communicate, collaborate, and practice the target language beyond classroom boundaries. The COVID-19
pandemic further accelerated this digital transition, proving that online and hybrid models are not only possible
but also effective when appropriately managed. As a result, understanding the pedagogical and linguistic
dimensions of digitalization has become essential for language teachers and researchers. Eshankulovna (2021)
emphasizes that “English language teaching (ELT) extends far beyond linguistic proficiency—it is a tool for
developing global competence. Through exposure to authentic intercultural communication and critical thinking
tasks, learners acquire the ability to interpret, negotiate, and express ideas across cultural boundaries”.

Linguodidactics, as a branch of pedagogy, studies the principles, methods, and means of teaching and learning
languages. It emphasizes the systematic and purposeful organization of the educational process, focusing on
how linguistic knowledge is internalized. In this sense, Rustamova (2023) emphasizes that “teaching English
becomes a medium for preparing globally minded citizens who can actively participate in the international
academic, professional, and digital arenas”. Digitalization introduces a new layer to this field by expanding the
methodological toolkit of teachers and diversifying learning styles. According to modern linguodidactic theory,
technology must not be viewed as a substitute for teaching but as an enhancement of the learning experience.
Tools such as multimedia presentations, interactive tasks, and online collaboration spaces enable multisensory
learning — combining visual, auditory, and kinesthetic channels. This approach caters to individual learner
differences and supports the development of communicative, sociocultural, and strategic competences.
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The Role of Digital Technologies in the Language Classroom. Digital tools can be used at all stages of the
learning process: presentation, practice, production, and assessment. For example, teachers can use visual
platforms like Canva, Prezi, or Genially to introduce new vocabulary and grammar by preparing presentations
or platforms such as Quizlet and LearningApps allow students to practice language through repetition and
interactive exercises. These technologies not only improve learning outcomes but also encourage learner
autonomy. Students can study at their own pace, choose their preferred learning style, and access authentic
materials such as news articles, podcasts, and interviews with native speakers. According to Eshankulovna
(2023), “effective English language teaching relies on the integration of linguistic, cognitive, and socio-
affective methodologies. By combining communicative, task-based, and content-integrated approaches, teachers
foster not only language acquisition but also higher-order thinking skills”. There are several benefits, modern
technologies are coming with:

Emerging Trends in Digital Language Education. Al-driven applications such as ChatGPT, Grammarly, and
Elsa Speak represent a new generation of educational tools. They offer individualized feedback, correct
pronunciation, and grammar in real time. Adaptive learning systems use algorithms to analyze learner
performance and automatically adjust the difficulty of tasks, ensuring that students remain both challenged and
motivated. Rustamova (2023) highlighted that “this methodological synthesis enhances learner autonomy,
reflective thinking, and problem-solving abilities—key components of the 21st-century educational paradigm”.
Gamification and Motivation. Gamification — the use of game elements in non-game contexts — is another
dominant trend in modern linguodidactics. Programs like Kahoot, Duolingo, and Wordwall make learning
entertaining through points, leaderboards, and badges. This approach fosters positive emotions, increases
engagement, and encourages repeated exposure to linguistic material, which is crucial for long-term retention.
Eshankulovna (2022) asserts that “English proficiency functions as a socioeconomic catalyst in today’s
interconnected world. It provides access to global education, research collaboration, and international labor
markets. In education, English serves as a bridge to scientific innovation, digital literacy, and academic
exchange. Therefore, the teaching of English is not merely an educational goal but a strategic national
investment in human capital development and international competitiveness”.

Virtual Reality and Immersive Learning. Virtual and augmented reality (VR/AR) technologies create
immersive environments where learners can “live” the language. For instance, VR-based simulations allow
students to practice dialogues in restaurants, airports, or cultural events. Such experiences promote contextual
learning and develop communicative competence in realistic scenarios.

Blended and Mobile Learning. Blended learning combines traditional classroom instruction with online
learning opportunities, offering flexibility and continuity. Mobile learning (m-learning) enables students to
access lessons anywhere, anytime, making language acquisition more spontaneous and continuous. Applications
like BBC Learning English and Memrise are examples of mobile tools that support this approach.

The Changing Role of the Teacher. In the digital age, the teacher’s role evolves from being the sole source of
knowledge to a facilitator, guide, and motivator. Teachers must possess digital literacy and pedagogical
adaptability to integrate technologies meaningfully into their lessons. Beyond managing technological tools,
they are responsible for fostering critical thinking, intercultural awareness, and ethical digital behavior.
Moreover, the teacher ensures the human dimension of learning remains intact — providing emotional support,
encouragement, and cultural insight that no machine can replace. Professional development and continuous
training in educational technology are therefore essential for maintaining teaching quality.

Challenges and Limitations. While the benefits of digitalization are undeniable, there are still several
challenges remained. Unequal access to devices and the internet (the digital divide) can hinder inclusivity.
Teachers may also face technological overload or lack of training. Furthermore, excessive reliance on
technology might reduce real interpersonal communication and spontaneous language use. Therefore, a
balanced approach is necessary, combining traditional didactic methods with digital innovations.

As a conclusion, we can say that digital technologies have become powerful tools in linguodidactic practice,
transforming the philosophy and methodology of foreign language teaching. When applied thoughtfully, they
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enrich the learning process, promote autonomy, and enhance communicative competence. Nevertheless, their
effectiveness depends on the pedagogical creativity and professional competence of teachers. The future of
linguodidactics lies in synergy — the intelligent combination of human and technological resources. In this
way, digital tools serve not as ends in themselves, but as instruments for achieving the ultimate goal of
education: developing well-rounded, culturally aware, and communicatively competent individuals.
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