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Abstract. Learning a second language has become an essential part of global education, yet it continues 

to face many challenges. One of the major problems is the lack of exposure to the target language environment. 

Differences in pronunciation, grammar, and cultural background also make the process more difficult for 

learners. Another issue is the limited availability of qualified teachers and effective teaching materials. 

Moreover, motivation and learning strategies vary from student to student, affecting their overall progress. To 

overcome these global challenges, modern teaching methods, technology integration, and cross-cultural 

interaction are becoming increasingly important. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

In today’s interconnected world, learning a second language has become a fundamental skill that opens 

doors to global communication, education, and career opportunities. As societies grow increasingly 

multicultural, the ability to communicate in more than one language promotes international understanding and 

cooperation. However, despite the widespread recognition of its importance, second language learning still 

faces numerous global problems that hinder effective acquisition. These problems differ across countries and 

educational systems but share common challenges such as lack of motivation, limited exposure to native 

speakers, and insufficient teaching resources. Many learners struggle with pronunciation, grammar structures, 

and vocabulary retention, especially when their first language differs greatly from the one they are trying to 

learn. Additionally, cultural and psychological barriers can slow down progress, as students may feel anxious or 

lack confidence when communicating in a foreign language. The unequal access to quality education and 

technological tools in various parts of the world also widens the gap between successful and unsuccessful 

language learners. Furthermore, traditional teaching methods in many institutions remain outdated, focusing 

more on rote memorization than on real communication skills. As a result, learners often fail to achieve fluency 

or practical usage of the language outside the classroom. Understanding these global challenges is crucial for 

developing more effective and inclusive approaches to language education. By addressing these issues through 

modern pedagogy, digital innovation, and intercultural awareness, educators and policymakers can create more 

equitable conditions for learners worldwide. Therefore, the study of global problems in second language 

learning is essential not only for linguistic development but also for building stronger international connections 

and cultural harmony in the modern world. 

The study on global problems in learning a second language is based on a qualitative and analytical 

approach that focuses on identifying common challenges faced by learners across different cultural and 

educational contexts. The main method used in this research involves reviewing academic articles, linguistic 

studies, and international educational reports to gather reliable information about second language acquisition 

difficulties. Data were collected from various global regions to ensure that the findings represent a wide range 
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of social, economic, and cultural backgrounds. Comparative analysis was applied to understand how factors 

such as native language influence, teaching methods, and learning environments affect language proficiency. 

Interviews and surveys conducted with language teachers and students were also examined to identify practical 

barriers such as lack of motivation, anxiety, or insufficient practice opportunities. In addition, the study 

analyzed modern technological tools, including online learning platforms and mobile applications, to evaluate 

how they contribute to overcoming traditional limitations in language education. Statistical data from UNESCO 

and other global education organizations were used to highlight inequalities in access to quality language 

instruction between developed and developing countries. The methodological framework emphasizes critical 

analysis rather than numerical measurement, aiming to explore the depth of the problem rather than its quantity. 

By integrating theoretical perspectives with real-life experiences, this method provides a holistic view of the 

global issues influencing second language learning. The research process also includes evaluating proposed 

solutions and best practices from successful language programs around the world. This methodological design 

allows for a comprehensive understanding of both the universal and context-specific factors that shape the 

effectiveness of second language acquisition today. 

The findings of this study reveal that global problems in learning a second language are deeply 

interconnected with social, educational, and psychological factors. One of the most significant results indicates 

that learners from non-English-speaking countries or regions with limited linguistic diversity often experience 

slower language acquisition due to minimal exposure to real-life communication. The data analysis shows that 

students who have regular contact with native speakers or access to immersive environments demonstrate 

higher levels of fluency and confidence. Another major finding highlights the crucial role of motivation in 

second language learning. Learners who study a language for academic or professional goals tend to perform 

better than those who learn without clear personal purpose.  

However, lack of encouragement and outdated teaching methods often reduce student interest, 

particularly in traditional classroom settings. The results also reveal that technological access strongly 

influences success in language learning. Students who use digital platforms, interactive tools, and online 

courses generally show greater progress compared to those relying solely on textbooks. Nevertheless, in many 

developing regions, limited internet access and insufficient technological infrastructure remain major barriers.  

Furthermore, the research indicates that pronunciation and grammar difficulties are common across most 

linguistic backgrounds, especially when learners’ native languages differ structurally from the target language. 

Psychological aspects such as fear of making mistakes, low self-confidence, and anxiety during communication 

further slow down learning efficiency. Another important finding is that teacher qualification and training play a 

key role in overcoming these issues. Where teachers are well-trained and apply modern communicative 

methods, students demonstrate faster progress and higher motivation. The study also shows that cultural 

understanding significantly supports effective learning, as it helps learners grasp not only linguistic rules but 

also the social meaning behind expressions and behaviors. In conclusion, the results emphasize that successful 

second language learning depends on a balanced combination of modern teaching methods, cultural awareness, 

and equal access to educational resources. Addressing these global problems through innovative policies and 

inclusive educational practices can greatly improve language acquisition outcomes worldwide. 

In conclusion, the study of global problems in learning a second language reveals that language 

education is far more than a technical or linguistic process—it is a social, cultural, and psychological journey 

influenced by many interconnected factors. The main barriers identified include unequal access to resources, 

insufficient exposure to real communicative environments, outdated teaching methods, and the persistent 

influence of anxiety and low motivation among learners. Despite major advances in technology and global 

connectivity, millions of students around the world still struggle to achieve fluency due to educational 

inequality and lack of pedagogical innovation. The findings also emphasize that successful language acquisition 

depends not only on mastering grammar and vocabulary but also on developing intercultural understanding and 

communicative confidence. To overcome these challenges, governments, institutions, and educators must 

collaborate to design inclusive policies that integrate modern technologies, promote teacher training, and 
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encourage student-centered learning approaches. Providing opportunities for authentic interaction—through 

digital exchange, cultural immersion, or international cooperation—can greatly enhance learners’ real-world 

competence. Furthermore, fostering positive emotional environments in classrooms can help reduce fear, build 

motivation, and make language learning a more meaningful experience. Ultimately, solving the global problems 

of second language learning requires a holistic vision that values equity, innovation, and cultural empathy. By 

reimagining education not as the transfer of linguistic knowledge but as the creation of understanding between 

people, societies can build stronger bridges of communication, tolerance, and mutual respect across linguistic 

and national boundaries. 
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