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 Abstract. This article examines the issue of the gradual disappearance of national languages in the 

process of globalization. The aim of this study is to identify the main factors that lead to the extinction of 

minority languages. The article emphasizes the forgetting of national languages, the loss of cultural identity 

and the growing demand for modern languages. It is noted that preserving linguistic diversity is essential for 

restoring culture and protecting the heritage of humanity. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

In the modern era of globalization, cultural values are noticeably declining. Although global integration 

promotes communication, economic growth and technological progress, it poses a serious threat to linguistic 

diversity. As global languages such as English, Korean, Spanish and Russian continue to expand, many local 

and minority languages are rapidly disappearing. According to global data, two or more indigenous languages 

vanish every month, leading to the loss of unique traditions, history and cultural identity. The reduction in the 

number of languages not only diminishes cultural heritage but also reduces humanity’s intellectual wealth. This 

article analyzes the main causes of language extinction in the process of globalization and suggests ways to 

preserve them for future generations. 

In the XXI century, language extinction has become one of the most serious consequences of 

globalization. As digital technologies continue to grow worldwide, millions of minority languages are on the 

verge of disappearing. As noted by Nettle and Romaine (2000), language loss occurs when a language loses its 

last speakers and ceases to function as a means of communication within a  

community. This phenomenon is not merely a linguistic process but also a deep cultural and intellectual 

one, as each language reflects a unique way in which humanity perceives and interprets the world. 

One of the major factors contributing to language extinction is the expansion of global languages such as 

English, Korean, Spanish and Russian. As Ostler (2005) started, global integration facilitates the spread of 

dominant languages, which gradually leads to the disappearance of smaller ones. Migration, urbanization and 

the global economy encourage people to adopt dominant languages, as they provide easier access to 

opportunities and success. As a result, many local and minority languages are no longer being passed down to 

younger generations, disrupting linguistic continuity within communities.  

In the process of digital development, technological advancement has become one of the key factors. 

Materials on social media are available in various languages, which reduces the opportunities for smaller ethnic 

groups to use their native languages in every day communication. As a result, national and minority languages 

are becoming increasingly marginalized in the era of globalization. Moreover, global languages such as English 
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dominate in education and mass media, causing many small communities to gradually lose their native tongues. 

Dalby (2003), examined the various consequences of language loss and concluded that this phenomenon 

leads to social alienation and the erosion of culture. The disappearance of indigenous languages harms not only 

traditions but also undermines the entire cultural heritage of society. 

At present, efforts are being made to revive endangered languages. According to Skutnabb-Kangas 

(2009), digital documentation projects play an important role in preserving languages that are on the verge of 

extinction. In addition, governments and international organizations such as UNESCO are developing policies 

aimed at restoring native languages. Supporting younger generations and promoting the use of mother tongues 

in education, public life and the media is the most effective way to preserve the linguistic and cultural heritage 

of the world. 

In conclusion, in the era of globalization, the extinction of many languages represents not only a 

linguistic loss but also a cultural and intellectual one. Each language embodies its own unique culture, 

traditions, modes of speech and systems of knowledge. The dominance and development of languages such as 

English, Spanish, Russian and Korean have contributed to the decline of local and minority languages. 

Preserving an promoting national languages is essential to protecting endangered communities and safeguarding 

them through digital resources. The preservation of linguistic heritage is not merely a cultural duty but a moral 

responsibility of humanity toward future generations. 
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